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ABOUT US

WHO ARE WE?

National  Wi l l  Wri ters is a membership organisat ion for  Sol ic i tors, 

Wi l l  Wri ters,  Estate Planning Professionals,  Independent Financial 

Advisers,  Accountants,  and Mortgage Brokers.

Our members are commit ted to the highest standards in the             

industry and adhere to our str ict  Code of  Conduct,  ensur ing their 

c l ients always receive a high qual i ty,  professional  service.

Al l  estate planning services provided to our member ’s c l ients 

are overseen and completed by our qual i f ied professionals and          

protected by our professional  indemnity insurance up to the value 

of  £2 mi l l ion.

PEACE OF MIND

WHAT DO WE DO?

We offer extensive t ra in ing, technical  support ,  and                                                  

resources to our accredi ted members,  and assist  in providing ful ly

comprehensive estate planning services to their  c l ients.



THE INDUSTRY STANDARD
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WHY CHOOSE OUR MEMBERS?

OUR MEMBERS04

STRINGENT

APPLICATION PROCESS

Our members are only accepted af ter  a 

str ingent appl icat ion process.

STRICT

CODE OF CONDUCT

Our members adhere to our str ict  Code of 

Conduct.

HIGHEST

STANDARDS

Our members are commit ted to the highest 

standards in the industry.

OUR MEMBERS OFFER A HIGHLY TAILORED APPROACH, PROVIDING CRUCIAL ADVICE AND DELIVERING KE
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CONTINUOUS

TRAINING

Our members cont inue to t ra in and under-

go assessment on an annual  basis.

TECHNICAL

SUPPORT

Our members receive technical  support  to 

ensure they offer  the best service to their 

c l ients.

STATUTORY

CANCELLATION PERIOD

Our members offer  a statutory cancel lat ion 

per iod of  14 days in accordance with the 

Consumer Contract  Regulat ions.

OVIDING CRUCIAL ADVICE AND DELIVERING KEY SERVICES TO ENSURE YOUR WISHES ARE FOLLOWED



WILLS
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YOUR LOVED ONES 

COULD BE VULNERABLE!

ARE YOU A STATISTIC?

60%
IN THE UK,

OF OUR ADULT

POPULATION

HAVE NOT
GOT A WILL
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87%

83%

52%

OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS LOSE INHERITANCE 

AS A RESULT OF NO WILLS OR INVALID WILLS

OF EXISTING WILLS ARE OUT OF 

DATE AND NO LONGER VALID

OF 45-65 YEAR OLDS 

HAVE NOT MADE WILLS



WITHOUT A VALID WILL
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Did you know, i f  you die wi thout a val id Wi l l ,  you have died “ intestate” and your Estate shall  be distributed in accordance with the Law of 

Intestacy. This means:

The Government dictates who wil l  administer your   

Estate,  and they may not be the people you trust  the 

most wi th your loved one’s inher i tance.

Delays in administering your Estate,  as there are 6 

months in which c la ims can be made against  the Estate.

The Government dictates who wil l  benefit  from your 

Estate,  as wel l  as how much and what they are ent i t led 

to.

Unmarried partners are at r isk of inherit ing nothing 

f rom your Estate,  and could be forced out of  your shared 

home.

Your children may not inherit  your Estate,  or  their    

ent i t lement may be so much that i t  forces the sale of  your 

fami ly home and other assets to meet their  inher i tance.

Your minor children may be put into care by Social 

Services  whi lst  the Court  decides who shal l  look af ter 

them. 77% of parents who have minor chi ldren have not 

made a Wi l l ,  and of  those who have, a fur ther 31% have 

not named Guardians.

High potential  for (otherwise preventable) arguments 

and distress  for  your loved ones dur ing what is already 

a very di ff icul t ,  emot ional  t ime.

BEWARE, A STANDARD WILL ALONE DOES NOT PROTECT YOUR EST

Your business may be forced to cease trading,  wi th a 

potent ia l ly  catastrophic effect  on the value of  i t .
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DON’T BE A STATISTIC

Your Wi l l  is  perhaps the most important document that  you wi l l  ever wr i te.

Making a Wi l l  is  the only way to ensure that your wishes are carr ied out af ter  your death,  and with a well-drafted Wil l  you can:

Choose who wil l  benefit  from your Estate, as wel l  as 

what and how much they are ent i t led to.

Safeguard your children’s futures  by appoint ing    

Guardians to look af ter  them i f  they are under 18.

Appoint people you trust  to act  as Executors and          

administer your Estate.

Mitigate Inheritance Tax l iabil i t ies  on both your Estate 

and your Benef ic iar ies’ Estates.

Leave legally binding gifts of money or personal i tems 

to loved ones and char i t ies.

Spare your loved ones unnecessary t ime and fees    

dur ing probate.

Exclude certain people  f rom benef i t ing f rom your          

Estate.

OUR ESTATE OR GUARANTEE THAT YOUR BENEFICIARIES WILL INHERIT!

Protect your business, and appoint  people you trust  to 

cont inue i t .
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ROLES WITHIN YOUR WILL

EXECUTORS

These are the people responsible for the administration and distribution of your Estate.

Their  ro le is complex and t ime-consuming, and they are personal ly l iable for  any mistakes they make dur ing the                           

administrat ion of  your Estate.  From unpaid tax and missed debts,  to incorrect  d istr ibut ions – HMRC, organisat ions,               

companies,  and your Benef ic iar ies shal l  expect fu l l  payment of  monies owed from your Executors.  For th is reason, you 

should take careful  considerat ion of  who you appoint ,  and we would always recommend appoint ing a Professional

Executor – be i t  solely,  or  to work jo int ly wi th a fami ly member or f r iend.

1

GUARDIANS

These are the people legally responsible for looking after your minor children.

Your Wi l l  is  the only place you can nominate Guardians, so i t  is  important you do so. I f  you don’ t  – and there is no             

surviv ing parent wi th parental  responsibi l i ty  – your chi ldren may be put into care by Social  Services whi lst  the Court          

decides who shal l  look af ter  them, and the decis ion may not be what you or your chi ldren would have wished. I t  is  a           

common misconcept ion that godparents,  b lood relat ives,  or  c lose fami ly f r iends wi l l  automat ical ly become Guardians – they 

won’t  unless nominated within your Wi l l .  You should take careful  considerat ion of  who you nominate,  and ensure adequate 

f inancial  provis ion is made to assist  your nominated Guardians in rais ing and car ing for your chi ldren.

2

BENEFICIARIES

These are the people who wil l  benefit  from your Estate.

There can be one or more Benef ic iar ies,  such as a whole fami ly or a c lass of  people,  and each may benef i t  f rom the Estate 

in a manner of  d i fferent ways. 

3
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TRUSTS

WHAT IS  A TRUST?

A Trust  is a formal t ransfer of  assets (such as property,  shares,  and cash) to a smal l  group of  people (usual ly two or three) known as Trustees, 

wi th instruct ions that they hold the assets for  the benef i t  of  others known as Benef ic iar ies.

Trusts have been used by fami l ies for  centur ies to protect  assets and wealth.  I t  is  a common misconcept ion that Trusts are only for  the r ich.

With their  p lethora of  benef i ts and the dangers of  having a standard Wi l l ,  Trusts can be incredibly benef ic ia l  to al l .

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

There are many di fferent types and var iat ions of  Trusts,  each with their  own unique benef i ts.  Trusts can:

Give you guarantees  that  a standard Wi l l  cannot.

Give you control of your assets and wealth,  even af ter 

you die.  You can speci fy the terms of  a Trust  precisely, 

control l ing when and to whom distr ibut ions may be made.

Ensure the only people that benefit  f rom your Estate 

are the people you choose.

Protect your legacy. A proper ly constructed Trust  can 

help protect  your Estate f rom sideways dis inher i tance, 

divorce sett lements,  your benef ic iar ies’ credi tors,  or  f rom 

benef ic iar ies who are too young, inept,  or  incapaci tated 

to manage their  own affa i rs.

Protect your privacy. Probate is a matter of  publ ic        

record,  but Trusts can al low assets to pass outside of 

Probate and remain pr ivate.

Mitigate Generational Inheritance Tax,  stopping HM 

Revenue and Customs repeatedly taxing money that has 

already been taxed, and ensur ing inher i tance is maxim-

ised for your loved ones.

Allow you to give the benefit  of an asset  (such as a 

house) to someone for a speci f ic  per iod of  t ime.
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BEWARE, WITHOUT A TRUST YOU RISK YOUR ASSETS BENEFITING STR

WHAT ARE TRUSTEES?

Trustees are the legal owners of the Trust property and funds.

As Trust  funds do not belong to the Trustees personal ly – they are holding the funds for the Benef ic iar ies – the law places heavy dut ies and 

a high standard of  care upon Trustees.

In many ways, the dut ies on Trustees are onerous and a lay person should give careful  considerat ion to accept ing an appointment as Trustee. 

A Trustee’s duties include:

Reading and understanding the Trust Instrument ( the             

set t lement or Wi l l  set t ing up the Trust) .

Complying with the terms of the Trust.  The Trustees 

wi l l  be l iable for  breach of  Trust  i f  they do not comply 

wi th the express terms of  the Trust  and the law relat ing 

to the Trust .  In case of  breach, the Benef ic iar ies may be 

able to take the Trustees to Court  for  fu l l  compensat ion.

Acting unanimously, unless there is an express power 

in the Trust  instrument for  decis ions to be reached by 

major i ty.

Acting fair ly between Beneficiaries, consider ing the 

interests of  the Benef ic iar ies and making a decis ion on 

reasoned grounds.

Not making decisions through malice or                                       

discriminating against  any one part icular Benef ic iary.

Providing information and accounts to the                            

Benef ic iar ies on request.

Taking reasonable care in exercis ing their  powers as a 

Trustee.

Acting without reward.  The general  ru le is that  a        

Trustee cannot charge for their  services unless they are 

a professional  Trustee.

Not making a personal profit  from the Trust.
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S BENEFITING STRANGERS RATHER THAN YOUR LOVED ONES!

WE CAN HELP

Working in partnership wi th the UK’s leading Trust  Corporat ions,  we can take on the responsibi l i t ies of ,  and assume al l  the potent ia l  l iabi l i t ies 

f rom your Trustees.

From the simplest  to the most complex of  Trusts,  we can handle everything you can think of  (and al l  the th ings you might not have considered), 

including:

And al l  for  a guaranteed f ixed pr ice,  wi th no hidden extras or addi t ional  administrat ion charges.

Setting up Trusts.

Registering Trusts with HM Revenue and Customs’ 

Trusts  Off ice.

Completing annual Income Tax returns.

Producing annual Trust accounts.

Completing 10 year anniversary tax work.

Liaising with other Trustees.

Advising Trustees on their powers and duties.

Bringing Trusts to an end when required.

Advancing capital  to Beneficiaries.

Distributing income to Beneficiaries.
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LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY

WHAT IS  A LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY?

In the event that  you became incapaci tated, who would you want to look af ter  your heal th,  wel fare,  property,  and f inancial  affa i rs?

Your fami ly and fr iends, or the Local  Author i ty?

A Last ing Power of  At torney is a legal  document giv ing one or more people,  known as Attorneys, the legal  author i ty to make decis ions

on your behal f  should you lack mental  capaci ty at  any point  in the future.

TYPES OF LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY

There are 2 types of  Last ing Power of  At torney, and you can choose to make one or both:

This can be used to give an Attorney the power to make 

decis ions about matters such as:

> Your dai ly rout ine (washing, dressing, eat ing,  etc.)

> Medical  care.

> Moving into a care home.

> Li fe-sustaining treatment.

I t  can only be used when you are incapaci tated and       

unable to make decis ions for yoursel f .

HEALTH AND WELFARE

This can be used to give an Attorney the power to make 

decis ions about matters such as:

> Managing bank or bui ld ing society accounts.

> Paying bi l ls .

> Col lect ing benef i ts or a pension.

> Cont inuing your business.

> Sel l ing your home.

I t  can be used as soon as i t ’s  registered (wi th your       

permission) or when you are incapaci tated and unable to 

make decis ions for yoursel f .

PROPERTY AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS
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WITHOUT A LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
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Nobody l ikes to th ink that  they may lose capaci ty,  but  the unfortunate real i ty is that  many people do. I f  you become incapacitated without 

making and registering one or both Lasting Power of Attorney:

It  is too late to make one. You must be mental ly                

capable to make a Last ing Power of  At torney, so i f  you 

do not have one by the t ime you real ly need i t ,  then i t  is 

too late.

All of your f inancial  arrangements wil l  be frozen.

Loved ones wil l  be denied access to your bank             

accounts, even i f  they are a jo int-account holder.

Loved ones must submit an application to the Court 

of Protection  to be appointed as a Deputy.

Deputies must be supervised by the Court of                  

Protection,  so annual  supervis ion fees of  up to £800 per 

year are payable.

The Deputyship application process can take over 9 

months and is very costly.

You do not choose your own Deputy or have any         

input,  so they may not be the person you Trust  the most 

to make vi ta l  decis ions on your behal f .  There is also a 

possibi l i ty  that  the Court  may appoint  a Court  Off ic ia l  to 

act  as your Deputy.  I f  th is happens, more costs wi l l  be 

incurred.

IF YOU CARE ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR ESTATE AFTER YOU DIE, YOU  SHOULD C

Only one Deputy can ever be appointed at any one 

t ime.  I f  a change of  Deputy is required, the ent i re                    

appl icat ion process starts again and incurs addi t ional 

fees.



OU  SHOULD CARE EQUALLY - IF NOT MORE - ABOUT IT WHILST YOU’RE ALIVE!
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DON’T LOSE EVERYTHING

A Last ing Power of  At torney is one of  the most important documents that  you wi l l  ever have.

Making a Lasting Power of Attorney is the only way to:

Appoint and empower people you trust  to act  as           

At torneys and make decis ions on your behal f .

Save your loved ones t ime and thousands of pounds 

making a retrospect ive Deputyship appl icat ion to the 

Court  of  Protect ion.

Enforce legally binding condit ions and restrictions on 

those making decis ions on your behal f .

Ensure decisions can be made immediately after you 

become incapaci tated.

Ensure your loved ones can access vital  bank                

accounts/funds.

Spare yourself  and your loved ones unnecessary      

distress  dur ing an already di ff icul t  t ime.



FUNERAL PLANS
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Funeral costs continue to r ise higher than annual UK inflation.

You might be surpr ised to hear that ,  while the average cost of a funeral in 2004 was £1,920, 

today the same funeral costs £3,693. At this rate,  the average cost of a funeral could be 

over £6,700 in 2025, and over £12,200 in 2035.

 

Do you want to protect  your Estate and your loved ones from these r is ing costs,  and secure 

your ideal  funeral  at  today’s pr ices? Do you want to have control  over the formal i t ies of  your 

funeral  service?

Working in partnership with the UK’s leading pre-paid funeral plan providers, our 

members offer a variety of different funeral plans and payment options to suit  your 

needs.

Providers are registered and regulated  by The Nat ional 

Associat ion for  Pre-paid Funeral  Plans and The Funeral 

Planning Author i ty.

There are  no age restrictions or medicals,  and                

acceptance is guaranteed.

You have the f lexibi l i ty  to choose and create your ideal 

funeral,  whatever your needs.

You can pay in ful l  or by instalments 

with low monthly payments.
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Your funeral  is  ful ly paid for and            

secured at today’s prices, regardless 

of  future pr ice increases.

Your money is held in a solid,  stable, 

and secure independent Trust for  i ts 

protect ion and future growth.

There are no hidden extras or                   

addit ional administration charges  for 

loved ones to deal  wi th.

Better f inancial  option than                          

deposit ing money into a low                               

interest savings account  to pay for fu-

ture funeral  costs.

Better f inancial  option than an insur-

ance policy, which you keep paying into 

unt i l  you die,  wi th no guarantee that i t 

wi l l  cover the cost of  your funeral .

Loved ones are spared the emotional 

and f inancial  burden  of  organis ing your 

funeral ,  wi th al l  the decis ions and prob-

lems this can entai l ,  at  a t ime when they 

can least  cope.
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PROBATE

WHAT IS  PROBATE?

Probate is the process of  sort ing out a deceased 

person’s legal  and tax affa i rs.  Everything from 

bank accounts,  belongings, and property to 

debts,  pensions and Inher i tance Tax. I t  can be 

extremely complex and is required af ter  every 

death where the deceased has ei ther an Estate 

in excess of  £5,000, stocks or shares,  property 

or land, or certain insurance pol ic ies.

Probate is st i l l  required when there is no 

Wi l l ,  a l though the process is known as Estate           

Administrat ion.

The responsibi l i ty  for  Probate l ies wi th the       

Executors of  your Wi l l ,  who of ten appoint  a   

Professional  company to deal  wi th the Probate 

and Administrat ion of  the Estate on their  behal f .
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WE CAN HELP

Working in partnership wi th the UK’s leading Probate and Estate Administrat ion Special ists,  we can take on the responsibi l i t ies of ,  and assume 

al l  the potent ia l  l iabi l i t ies f rom your Executors.

From the simplest  Estate through to mult i -mi l l ion pound legacies,  we can handle everything you can think of  (and al l  the th ings you might not 

have considered),  including:

And al l  for  a guaranteed f ixed pr ice,  wi th no hidden extras or addi t ional  administrat ion charges.

You wi l l  be al located a dedicated Personal  Estate Adviser who wi l l  see the process through from start  to f in ish,  and be on-hand to answer 

your quer ies and offer  advice.  They’ l l  never be watching the clock,  they’ l l  g ive you al l  the t ime you need. Your Personal  Estate Adviser shal l 

handle everything on your behal f  so that  you and your loved ones have complete peace of  mind.

Why interrupt the heal ing process and set your loved ones up for unnecessary stress and anxiety at  what wi l l  a l ready be an emot ional  and 

stressful  t ime? Let us help them move on.

Completing al l  Inheritance Tax forms.

Applying for the Grant of Probate.

Income Tax work for the year of death.

Special ist  buildings insurance.

Sett ing up and managing Trusts written in a Wil l .

24/7 online case tracking.

Redirecting post.

Registering unregistered properties.

Arranging for a pet to be re-homed.

Cancell ing or transferring uti l i t ies.

Distributing funds to Beneficiaries.

Producing Estate accounts.



The Probate Registry Office wil l  only accept original Wil ls:
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I f  only an older Wil l  can be found,  then that shal l  be used 

to distr ibute your Estate,  no matter how out of  date i t  is .

I f  no Wil l  can be found, then you shal l  be deemed to 

have died intestate,  and your Estate shal l  be distr ibuted 

in accordance with the Law of Intestacy,  increasing the 

stress and burden on your loved ones.

SECURE STORAGE

ARE YOU AT RISK?

Do you store your Wi l l  in:

> That pi le of  paper on the ki tchen table?

> That f i le burst ing wi th miscel laneous documents?

> A drawer in your bedroom?

> The “ f i reproof”  safe in your wardrobe that only offers up to an 

   hour of  protect ion at  best?

> A loved one’s home?

If  so,  your Wi l l  is  at  r isk of  becoming lost  or  damaged, be i t  as a 

resul t  of  an accident,  or  even an intent ional  act  of  destruct ion by 

a loved one who doesn’ t  l ike the content.

I t  is crucial  that your Executors know exactly where they can 

f ind your Wil l .  You don’ t  need us to te l l  you that i t ’s  an emot ional 

and distressing t ime when a loved one dies,  so the added stress 

of  f rant ical ly searching for a misplaced/ lost  Wi l l  is  something they 

could do without.

Your Wil l  is a legal document,  and there are legal implications 

should it  be misplaced or lost.

Why spend the t ime, energy,  and money making provis ions to    

protect  your loved ones and your Estate,  to then not protect  the 

documents protect ing them?

 

From Wil ls and Trusts,  to Last ing Power of  At torney, we offer     

l i fet ime secure storage of  a l l  documents wr i t ten by us and our 

members.

 

We ensure and ver i fy that  a l l  documents have been signed, dated, 

and witnessed correct ly before placing them into secure (c l imate 

control led and f i reproof)  storage with a renowned, nat ional  Trust 

Corporat ion.





TALK TO US TODAY

YOUR NATIONAL WILL WRITERS MEMBER IS:

IF THERE ARE NO DETAILS ABOVE, PLEASE CONTACT US ON:

0800 246 5875

enquiries@nationalwillwriters.co.uk

www.nationalwillwriters.co.uk


